THE BRITTON
FUND, INC

ANNUAL REPORT

ooy all FISCAL YEAR
» Fund ks
— 2013




Message from your Executive Director

" One of the best parts about being Executive Director of The Britton Fund is
spending quality time with such an exemplary group of professional
o arborists.  This organization has such passionate, brilliant people
% supporting it! From our dedicated army of volunteers and donors to our
driven board members, the Britton Fund grows stronger each year.

Fostering a new generation of arborists is one of my personal passions.
The day we signed the check for our new UC Davis Scholarship, | felt a
profound sense of accomplishment for this organization.  Sharing the
legacy of one of my personal mentors, Richard W. Harris, is a huge
honor. The opportunity to enrich the educational experience of upcoming
young professionals will continue to grow each year through the
commitment of the Britton Fund board to make an annual gift.

And so, | want to extend a heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to each of you—our volunteers and donors. When we
started this organization in 2005, we envisioned the arboricultural community coming together to support
tree research and education in our western states, and that is exactly what is happening! The seeds we
planted 8 years ago are growing past the sapling stage and beginning to bear fruit! Thank you for helping us
grow.

H—

Rose Epperson, Executive Director

Message from your Chair

The Britton Fund is blessed with enthusiastic support from the professional community and our extended
family. The desire for more regional specific research has been embraced by professional Arborists from all
over the Western States. We are gratified to see the project titled “What Tree to Plant — Selecting Trees Fit
for the Future” led by Greg McPherson and Allison Berry has attracted additional funding from the US Forest
Service Pacific Research Station and is gathering steam with other sources on the horizon. We hope to see
this five year project reach its full potential from the Phase | pilot we were able to fund in 2014.

Research Chair Libby Davison has interesting proposals under consideration for funding in 2015. The
incredible support we have received over the last eight years has allowed us build a stable financial base and
direct the majority of current revenues into new and ongoing projects each and every year.

On the Professional Educational side, we are excited to fund projects that help arborists in their everyday
work. From the Decay Fungi and Palm Management Compendiums to the Technical Information Sheets to
Reducing Infrastructure Damage by Tree Roots to Managing Oaks in the Urban Landscape, with your support



and the talents of Western Chapter member authors, we have &
been able to collate information critical to our job performance.
It’s all available in these documents, available for download or by
order at www.thebrittonfund.org.

Public Education has never been more vibrant. The Invest from
The Ground Up displays, the Arbor Week Tour, the Britton Fund
Ride school appearances, and the TREE Circus work at the
California State Fair has afforded all of us an opportunity to lend
a hand in the education on the benefits of trees to kids of all
ages. We find it so important to begin this conversation with
young people as soon as possible, both for the common good of
all our communities and to foster the invigoration of our own industry.

The establishment of the Richard W. Harris Scholarship at UC Davis will allow us to continue our support
of young students in a more substantial fashion. We are humbled and grateful to have the opportunity to
honor a man who taught us all so much. A partnership with UC Davis where students already work on BF
funded research is especially poignant.

We are honored to work with such an incredible group of volunteers, donors, and participants. One
evening in 2009 at the Work Day on Catalina Island | met a deaf student, who taught me in sign language
the phrase, “Tree People Rock”! She had watched us work all day, then observed the passion for
education embodied by Timmy Womick as he talked about “What do Trees Give Us?” She was with a
group of students there that weekend, and through one of her instructors we managed a brief
conversation. She was a little surprised to hear we were all volunteers, there because of our passion for
trees, and by extension each other. | like to think she still thinks about that weekend once in a while — |
know | do.

So if you have yet to experience the joys of working with kids at the climbing booth at the State Fair, join
us this year from July 11" - 27" Free parking and 3 CEU’s are available. Come ride your bike with us on
the Britton Fund Ride at Yosemite in 2015, or work with us at a Work Day at a site yet to be determined.
Craft an item for our Silent Auction, or put together a gift basket to donate. We would love to meet you
at one of our events, but understand that sometimes it’s just not in the cards. In those cases, please
support our volunteers when they call on you for auction donations, support for their fundraising, or time
off from work to attend.

| join Rose with a heartfelt thank you to all of us who support the Britton Fund, and would like to extend a
hearty welcome — for those yet to participate, please join us in improving our communities, our

relationships, and our professional skills!

Doug Anderson, Chair


http://www.thebrittonfund.org

2013 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

P> Helen Stone and Dr. Jim Downer released a set of 10
Technical Information Sheets this year covering topics of
interest and importance to arborists in the WCISA region
and beyond. They’re available for free download on our

website.

of Oaks and Associated Hardwoods
for Western Arborists, by Dr. Jessie A.
Glaeser and Dr. Kevin T. Smith. The
book was celebrated with a book

signing reception at Stanford

University.

P> In October The Britton Fund co-sponsored Golden Gate
Audubon to produce Caring for Birds’ Nests and Trees:
When and How to Prune. 1t's a guide for cities, contractors,
consultants, maintenance workers, and homeowners
discussing when birds nest, how to look for nests, and

when it is okay to prune, as well as the laws that apply.

DRS SMITH AND GLAESEE AT OUR BOOK SIGNI

4

NG EVENT

P> The Richard W. Harris Urban
Horticulture Scholarship is now
available to UC Davis students.
The Britton Fund

contributed $25,000 to the UC

Davis Foundation in order to

. i UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
Sciences, College of Agricultural

create an endowed scholarship

in the Department of Plant

and Environmental Sciences.

This year The Britton Fund invested

in tree research & education

et M |\,
GOLDEN GATE AUDUBON



2013 FINANCIALS

FISCAL YEAR HIGHLIGHTS

The information below reflects the 2013 calendar year. Outreach/
ASSETS EQUITY Education
Cash & Equivalents $146,226.29  Contributions $ 26,645.00 49% 7
Money Market $ 50,524.16  Event Proceeds $ 15,000.00 7
Certificate of Deposit S 51,584.78 Grants S 41,527.40 / :,3_/'.': g
Investment Fund S 50,118.54 Other Income S 14,080.80
Account Receivable S 2,152.28 Administration S (4,424.94)

EXPENSES

Inventory S 22,409.93 Grant Funding S (8,412.50)

_ , ADMIN $ 724439 8%
Office Equipment S 799.00 Program Expense S (55,714.94) GRANTS &

Scholarship 5(25000.00)  SCHOLARSHIPS ~$ 37,917.50 42%

Retained Earnings $320,114.16 OUTREACH &
EDUCATION S 44,147.29 49%
TOTAL ASSETS $323,814.98 TOTAL EQUITY $323,814.98

The 6th Annual Britton Fund Ride comprised of 15 cyclists who each raised over S850 for tree research
and education by riding 65 miles through the Coachella Valley. Our riders collectively raised $17,000
for the fund!

Our Volunteer Work Day and Arbor Camp rallied 100 volunteers who camped and provided gratis tree
work at Camp Josepho, a Boy Scout camp in Los Angeles, CA. In exchange for our work, the West LA
Boy Scouts donated $15,000 to the fund.

The Western Chapter ISA hosted our Silent Auction at their 79th Annual Conference in Indian Wells,
CA and raised $6,595 for the fund!

o

BRITTON FUND RIDERS IN INDIAN WELLS, (67,
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“The Britton Fund's success, through its volunteers and
donors, shows tangible evidence that arborists in the
Western Chapter ISA want scientific studies that yield
accurate information they can use. Supporting the Fund is

proof that our members not only love their jobs, but also
enjoy increasing their knowledge of trees.”

- Elizabeth Davison, retired, University of Arizona

Established in 2006 as a non-profit, 501¢(3) corporation, and separate
entity from Western Chapter ISA (WCISA), the John Britton Memorial
Trust Fund (the Britton Fund) works for the public good to promote
priority research and educational opportunities for the advancement in
the field of arboriculture in the geographic region of California, Arizona,
Nevada and Hawaii. The Britton Fund is supported by the generosity of
the WCISA community including WCISA members, corporate sponsors
and private contributors who share the belief that education and
research improve the arboricultural profession.

31883 Success Valley Drive
Porterville, CA 93257
P. 559.784.8733

info@thebrittonund.org
www.thebrittonfund.org




